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With the publication of recent communication on WHO website titled, “Pentavalent vaccine, Easyfive, removed from WHO list of prequalified vaccines” and subsequent  report in one of the leading Malayalam dailies have raised a sort of controversy in vaccination field. Both pediatricians and parents are confused regarding the exact implications of the report on subsequent use of the Panacea’s vaccines, namely Easyfive, Ecovac4, and EnivacHB by the clinicians. The IACOI office has also received many calls in this regard. After analyzing the WHO report in detail and reviewing the Central Drugs Laboratory, Kasauli’s certificates on these vaccines’ potency and efficacy along with scrutinizing the clarifications offered by the vaccine manufacturer to COI in this regard, the IAPCOI has reached the following conclusions:  

“The currently marketed products of M/s Chiron Panacea Vaccines Pvt. Ltd. including the brands, Easyfive, Ecovac4, and EnivacHB are absolutely safe and effective. There is no need to discontinue their use on these counts following publication of the WHO report. Even WHO states that there is no evidence of quality or safety defects with batched already distributed.” 

However, this is only the interim statement and subject to change in accordance with the availability of further evidences and developments. At the same time, the IAPCOI urges M/s Chiron Panacea Vaccines to address the issues raised by WHO by taking corrective measures and to complete the process at the earliest. It also request the WHO to expedite the reassessment process so that confidence of public and academia do not get eroded as far as efficacy and safety of important pediatric vaccines are concerned.  

       

Dr. T.U. Sukumaran

  Dr. Rohit Agarwal                        Dr. Vipin M. Vashishtha

Chairperson


   Chairperson


         Convener

Indian Academy of Pediatrics, Kailas Darshan, Kennedy Bridge, Mumbai-400 007, (Maharashtra) India.

Tel. 022-23889565, 022-23887922, 022-23887906; FAX:  022-23851713   Website: www.iapcoi.com

